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Close Reading Series
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Thank you, Thank you, Thank you for this series! 
I find it so helpful and inspiring. The content and 

length of the videos are in specific, bite-size amounts 
and are presented in such a way that as a teacher 

I feel can be used and implemented without me 
feeling completely overwhelmed.

~Teacher Participating in the 
30 Days To Improving Instruction-Close Reading Series
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Thank you Dr. Fisher for your insight 
and guidance. Thank you Achieve 3000 

for this learning opportunity. I've been teaching 
for 16 years and this is the first time a 

PD (Professional Learning opportunity, rather) 
has been presented in this format.

~Teacher Participating in the 30 Days To Improving Instruction-Close Reading Series
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I look forward to completing this series 
and the great impact it will have 

on my teaching and for my students.

~Teacher Participating in the 
30 Days To Improving Instruction-Close Reading Series
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I am writing to thank your company for the wonderful 
online PD you are providing with Doug Fisher’s 

videos; it is a brilliant idea and because Doug has 
kept it so simple, it will help so many teachers 

understand effective instruction in text reading.

~Literacy Coach Participating in the 
30 Days To Improving Instruction-Close Reading Series
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One success that I’ve had when implementing the 
strategies so far is being purposeful when selecting 

text to use with students during modeling.

~Teacher Participating in the 
30 Days To Improving Instruction-Close Reading Series
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Collecting annotations is huge! This was missing in 
my practice and it is a game changer!

~Teacher Participating in the 
30 Days To Improving Instruction-Close Reading Series



Today’s Session
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• Check in with Dr. Doug Fisher
• 30 Days to Improving Instruction—

Close Reading Series 

• Hear Tips and Strategies to 
Guide Your Close Reading Lessons 

• Address Your Questions



Your Questions 
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Rereading Modeling

Collaborative 
Conversations

Sentence Frames Student Self-Reflection



Your Question 
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Rereading
I am struggling to get my students to 
reread no matter what purpose is set. 
What can I do to continue to motivate 
and engage my students during the 

close reading process? 



Encouraging Re-reading
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Change the task
Read for flow.  Read for annotation.

Ask a really good question
What is the author’s belief about war? 

Press for evidence
Where did you find that?



Your Question 
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Modeling
Most of my students have the same 

patterns of errors. What do you 
suggest to do in terms of modeling 

without reteaching the entire lesson?



Modeling, Big and Small

• Sometimes, we need small-group instruction

• Other times, we select a less complex piece of text to model a 
specific aspect of text complexity

• Other times, we engage students in collaborative conversations 
because peers can help address this
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Your Question 
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Collaborative Discussions
I struggle with getting my students to 
engage EFFECTIVELY in discussions 

during close reading. I loved what 
Marisol did in Days 25 -28. What can I 

do to keep my students engaged? 



Collaborative Conversations

• Visit my website (www.fisherandfrey.com) for articles on 
developing routines

• Provide sentence frames and word banks

• Show students videos of other students engaged in collaborative 
conversations (and point out successes)
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Your Question 
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Sentence Frames
Do you have sentence starters to help 

students engage in collaborative 
conversations during each read? 



Yes!

• There are always options for students to use frames
(if you worry about these being a “crutch” see the book 
They Say / I Say: Moves That Matter in Academic Writing. 

18



Your Question 
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Student Self-Reflection
What do you use to have students 

reflect on their learning during the close 
reading process? How often do you 
have them reflect on their learning?



Reflections on the reading, and their process
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Read-Discuss-Read Courses
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Ready-made Close Reading Lessons
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Read-Discuss-Read
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http://ww2.achieve3000.com/Read-Discuss-Read
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Thank You!
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